—— T T

X

_— =

NEW-YORK DAILY TRIBUNE, SUNDAY, JULV 30, 1803 ~TWENTY-FOUR PAGER

CHINESE CONSERVATISM.

$OME EXAMPLES SHOWING HOW IT HAS
OCCASIONALLY BROKEN DOWYX,

A BHORT HISTORY OF CIIINA, Relng an Account
for the Geperal Render of an Anclent Emplre
+. By Demetrlis Charles boulger. 1I'p. 4

4. f Lipplncoit Company.

Womon have at times played a more important
part in the politics of China than an outsider
would be apt to suppose. In the history of the
first dynusty, which achieved really national
suthority, oceurred the nawme of the Empress
Liuchi, mother of the Lmperor Hoeiti, who
has been compared to Lucretia Borgia because of
the relentleseness with which she put out of the
way those who troubled her.
her career as regent she kept Hoeiti on the Dragon
Throne by polsoning his most dangerous rival and
that rival's mother. She felt the common prejo-
dies agalnst her taking part in publie eermmonies
bifterly and thoso who gave utterunce to this
fealing were marked by her for destruction. An
attempt to take vengeance on one of the st
powerful princes of the Empire by peisening lim
at & banquet was prevented by her son, amd Mr.
Boulger, doubtless following the anualists, 1e-
murks sardonically that it was not surprising
that Hoeiti's death followed soon atfter he il
thwaried his mother's purpose.  The strange thing
was that the ‘old wonan still retained her powsr.
Determined to assert lor vights, she at first roled
in her own name. Dut even at the present duy
that sort of thing would hardly be tolerated in
China: so she put on exhibition a supposititious
grandson and in his name continued to wicld the
authority of the Empire. DBut she lLind to poison
him and his mether to prevent exposure, s
egain she took the power into her own hands
with no shadow of male royalty to give her acts
the sanction of custom. Ly placing her relatives
in office she managed to curry on a government
in spite of clamorons dissatisfaction and was
powerful enough to holidl the seeptre tiil she dipd.
Her whole career seems in muny nspects similar
to.that of Athalis, who at an earlier time bl
reigned over a nation as prejudiced against fe-
male dominance us the Chinese—namely, the
Hebrews. She, also, was acensed of prolonging
her regeney by the assassination of the lecitiniate
heirs to the throne of Judal, ene ufter another
aa they approached their majority. DBut Athalia
died by the sword instead of living out lLer diys
a8 Liuchi did.  In both of these enses the over-
enthusiastie students of primitivism
haps discover a relic of the matrinrchate. Dut
what will they sa; upon finding that u few gendra-
tions after Livehi the same course of ambition
snd crime was followed, not by an empross-mother
with o traditional regeney in her grasp, but hy
an emperor's wife, who lezally had no political
power. It is much simpler, even if it does not
soind so deeply philosophical, to say that in both
eases the Chinese had to deal, not with a prodoet
of social evolution, but with unserupulous and
strong-minded women, such as may arise in any
age, late us well as early. It is to be suspectel]
that Kiachi was wedded to a weak prinee and
that her crimea and her ambition were partly due
to her position, swhich foreed her to be brave and
eruel simply because her husband was helpless
and ecowardly.,  She nnguestionably understooil
human nature, for 1t was she who discovere!
Mongkwan, one of the few men of military genius
known to China. She found him under extremely
unfavorable conditions, for his ease was sinilur
in every respect to that of Narses, the Byzantine
phenomenon.

But the great women of China were not all mer:
assadsing for the sake of personal power. In the
days of provineinl insturreetion that followed the

earlior dynastios, when imperialism beeame a mory

name, there was one Emperor, Vouti, who seeus
to have done little more than to provelke a wroup
of heroines to acta of valor in behall of their
Btates. On one occasion Vouti attemipted to vap-
ture the town of Ginching in Wek The tiover-
nor of the city wus absent, but his wife wias o
good a general as he.  * Anticipating hy many
eenturies the conduct of the Conntess of Mont{ rt
and of the Conntess of Derhy,™ she haranguel the
small garrison and inspired it with her own jin-
domitable spirit. The Emperor was repulssd.  He
was equally nnsuccessful under the walls of an-
other fortress defended by a woman named Lin-hi
Mr. Boulger adds: * This may be considered wne
of the most remarkable periods for the display off
fomale capacity in China, as the great State of
Wel was governed by a Queen nanped Honehi ™
But these only indicated the possibility of o
woman's greatness realized hy the Empress Wou
the wife of Kaotsong. Ier career was not al-
together without crime, for she drown=l cortain
other women, some of whom might have heeoms
hér rivale, in a vessel of wine. While her lins-
hiand was no weakling, it was lwer genins that
riled the Empire, and even after his death she
controlled the Government appurently without in-
curring the hatred that pursued Linehi,  She
retained the power until she was eighty years of
age. It has been a not unusual praeties in all
agos for s Chiness Emperor to do 'what historians
have generally marveled at in the case of Charles
Y. that is, to aldicate. DBut the Empress Won
was not of a retiring disposition.  She clunz to
the throne until she was compelled to abdicate.
Bhe seems to have been masculine in her turn of
mind. As the great Queen Hatari of Egypt spoke
of herseM as a man, so the Empress Wou insisted
on wearing the robes assizned for an Emperor,
and she kept her son practically a prisoner lest
he should interfere with her rulership, just ns
Hatasu is said to huve suppressed her youns
brother, Thothmes., She even ventured to do what
po woman had ever done, * to shock Chinese sen-
timent by offering the annual imperial saerifice
te heaven and hy erecting tomples to Ler anees-
tors,” things which were supposed to be impious
in & woman. Mer wurs, ns well as lior politics
apd social measures, were siecescful, and it was
only when age had broken her down that frienls
or enemies dared to mention that unwelesme word
“ abdication.” It one sought ler peer in the
West and in modeorn times, he would eartainly
name Elizabeth of England.  In contrast witli
her there rose a few generations later a woman
who was as victorious in peace as the Empress
Wou had been in war. She was the mother of
the Emperor Jintsong and regent during his mi-
pority. MHer net in abolishing the taxes on tea
sud salt won the gratitude of the people,  And
ghe restricted the power of “the spiritualists amd
magicians who had flourished under her hushand
and aoquired many wdministrative oflices under Lis
patronage.” In China at all times, 2< in the
Egypt of the Kamesides and the Rome of the B
perors, magie uni fortune-telling were found 1o
be one of the perils of the State.  Long he
fore the time of Jintsong's mother, an imperial
adiot against those who saw in eversthing a portont
san thus: * Peace and the general conteatment
of tho people, the abunflanee of the larvest, skill
and wisdom shown in the sdministration, these
are prognostics of which T hear with pleasure: but
extraordinary clonds, rare animals, plants before
unknown, monsters and other productiong cof
‘mature, what good ean any of these de men us
suguries of the future? [ forbid such things to
% brought to my notice.” Bur, us the tolk-lore
of China shows, all efforts to restrain the ten-
dengles of the people, so Indifferent in some mat-
80 superstitious. in others, were vain. An-
r wise woman was the Dmpress Changehi,
s Regent, wastal good adviee on Ler in-
eapable son Chiteong of the Ming dynasty. Still
Another was the motber of Wanleh, und the long
relfn of that monureh, who witnessed the first
eoming of Europeans to lis soyntry, bore some
testimony to her eare at the ont. For Wanleh
béd fallen upon evil ! .
pon times, the Manchus were
rising to power heyond the Great Wall, and the
wisest sovercign could have done no more than
put off the evil day. Dut the cases of Chitsonyg's
mother and of Wanleh's mother are chiefly got
interest because they seem to have hoon “'N 2
precedents for settling the afairs of the BEmpire
betweep thirty und forty years ago. When
Hienfung died in Lis self-imposed exile at Johol,
B Chinese Tartary, whither Lo went to nurse his

At the outset of

will per-
T thonzgh thers “were in lications that the Hezents

disappoinfnient over fhe enforeed opening of the
conntry, he was surrounded whelly by reaction-
arics who eympathized with him, and who hated
foreigners with muplerons hitterness. The Em-
peror left Lis son, & child less than six years of
age, in charge of a Board of Regeney, consisting
of eizht conservatives, headed by Princs Tral.
To the dibersl party in Pekin this board meant
dentlt: it was particularly ominous to Prince
Kung, who, in the absence of Thenfung, had heen
the real ruler at Peking, and managed the difi-
ault business of putting into effect treaties that
revolutionized wholly the Chinese view of things.
If the conservatives eould have kept the young
Empoeror at Jehol they might have earried out
their plan, which appears to have lwen exactly
the one that was earried out  exeept that they
wore the vietims, whereas they had hoped to he
the vietors, In short, every member of the Bonrd
af Regents was  heheaded This was hrought
about mainly by Prinee Kune, with whom the
set wis one of self-preservation, and hy two
women, one the principal widow of the old
Emperor, and the other the mother of the hoy
who had just come to the throne. Douhtless
these women felt that they were the proper guar-
dians of the imperial child and that they hal
been unjustly deprived of authority. At ull
events it was by their influenee that the youne-
ster's dipst imperial edist bocgme a dismissal of
Hienfung's Regents. That there was a bargain
lotween Prince Kung and the two Empresses
seemis to have ecome out very clearly in the
formation of & new Regeney. The learned wen
of the Hanlin College casily hit upon the pree-
elenta for the proclamation of Tsi An, 16
fung's principal widow, and Tsi Thsi, the mother
of the voung Emperor, and the two eatered apon
an administration which outlasted the yonunz Fm-
peror's lifo.

It Prince Kung supposed that the two Resents
wore to be us dooile always us they were at first,
he soon learned his mistake.  In an ediet issued
by them in 1863 he was degraded  for having
* gverrated  hisown importanee.™  le was re-
instiated about a morlth later, hnt whereas he hal
formerly hoped *to be supreme and toorule tin-
antrollisd, from this tiwe forth Le was content
to be their winister and adyiier, on torms stmilar
to those that would have Teen applicd to any
other ofiicinl.” Bt there were some other aspects
of their role whish showed that the morality of
the highest elusses had changed ot littde sinee
the days of 1he peisoner Linehi.  When the young
Emperor Tungehe attained the  proper o in
1853, e began  to reizn alone  ostensibly,

fad by no means  elinguished thsir -
thority. A yesr or s luter the Emperor divd
and the two Empresses instantly reagserted them-
wlves Tungehe's widow Ahluta bechme pracii-
cally a prisoner.  The motive of this was not
diftienlt to woess,  * Had Alilute's ehild hoappened
to be u son he would have been the legal Em-
peror, as well as the heir by direet deseent. and
alie herself could not have been exelnde] from
a prominent share in the government. To the
Fmpress  Dowagers  one child on  the throne
mattered no more than another: but it was a
question. of the first  importance that  Aliluta
should be set on one side,  Insuch en atmospliere
there s often grievous peril to the lives of in-
convenient personazes.  Alluta siekened and disd,
Her cLild was never born. The eharitalile gave
her eredit for having rofused food thyough grief
for her hushand, Tungehe,  The seoptieal histeard
to the details of her illness with seorn for the
vain efforts to absenre the dark desds of wmhition
In their extiene anxiety to pealize their own de
siens and at the same time not to injurs the con-
ctitution, the two Lmpreses Tl heen obliosd o
pesort too @ plan that conld only have hevn Rig-
wested by desperation,  For the first tie sities
the Monehn dynasty oeeapind the throne, it was
neesenry to depart from the due line of sireession,
and to make the eleerion of thies sovereign o motier
of individual faney or favor insteml of one of
fnhieritanee, The choice of the Empresas feell
npen Teal Tien, i =on of Prives Clinn, or foe
Seventh Pringe. A= lie was of 100 ton | EETE I T
to rile for himsclf, lis nomination seried the pur
phses of the twi Fmpresaes p b their ally Pronce
King, who thus entered upon a second lease of
undisphted power”

Apropos o1 e relrase from e ten nnad salt tines,

s

onee of the few thoroughly popular ediets diterd |

i Cliina, 1t may be remar ke

to i womun poler
pservatism of

that in spite of the waonterful
the nation, peogeetars of saicjnl and fiseal reform,
and oven persons who woukl i Wost
enlled soeialist uzitators, have besrt familiar ob-
jeots i the Middle Kinzdom at intervals ever
inee the mythisal perid. The mythical period
was itself the golidvn age of parental imperialisi,
when the riler, not teercly in theory, as at pres
ent, but in fact, wis responsible for the well-
It was the duty of
It wis e

1hie Twe

heing -of all his subjeets,
sl Frinee to provide for everything.
of theae shudowy Emperors of the far pust who is
«nid to have Bandshed the inventor of riee hranedy

Bint it was more than even a demigod conld achieve |

co bapi<h the brandy after ie had onee lwen in-
vented,  The stories that mlute to the enrly and
questionable  period of ( hinese  nntionality  are
smong  the strongest  proofs that the  imperial
idein, that of alsolute power invested in one man,
i the most elementary thought of the people
they have no eonseption of practieal government
a% eonsonant with homan equality, It s donht-
il i they lave ever had sueh an idea sinee
China beeame an independent political orzanism:
sl it Mr Lacouperie were rizhit in deriving
(Chinese civilization from  the Euphrates Valley
with its long-dived and fleree degpotisms, it wonld
e soptain that even tribal Hiberty was unknown
The nearest approach to
feudal  rule and  of
Enmperors  die or

to thee Chinese s sueh,
it was  long  porisds  of
provincial  insurrection,
abdieate,  dvnusties  fade  away noth-
ingnig=:  hut  beneath  them is  that
vast,  motionless popi lace, meni-
fest conception of government i< that of o ity
impersorated on earth - No Republie could ereate
w stronger faith that the right man will appenr nt
the rlght time than i= characteristie of this race
which lias been imperialist ever sinee history be-
cutn: the ouly diflerenee Hes in the notion of the
aqualities that constitute the right man in the
vight place.  On this point Orientals and West-
crpops' oo Mikely never to agree. That all gov-
erumwent §s for the people the Uhinsse gniderstiand
thoronelity 1 that it ean be by the people is to
then practically, if not thesretically, ineoneeiva-
Ble.  After the tyranny of Linehi there came the
mild and Venclicent rale of Wenti, In the very
natuee of his reforms one may rend the previons
digeontent of the peaple, ot it never would have
oeenrped to them to sof in the relief olitaioed the
puteome of their own eolleetive agitation.  Wenti
at the very outset lghtened the burden of taxes
He appointed honest men ns governors amd judges
1e enforeed upon the courts of justiee the prin-
ciple that prinee and pensant must he alike sub-
jeet to law, and hie abolighed punishment by mn-
tifation. 1o even went so fur us to pengion ngod
men, who had hitherto bwen o burdon to themselves
and their familiea, by giving them an allowanes
of eorn, ment, wine and elothivg,  Such indul-
genees from the throne were unquestionably a re-
sponse to the masses who felt their burden, but
hardly knew of what it consisted. The suhso.
quent long period of disunion showed that the
real eruse of troubls lay in the imperfect suh-
jeetion of parts to the whole in the hody politie,
As soon as there eame an Emperor strong enongh
to unita the conntry, we find him first proclaiming
a gencral amnesty and then forever erippling the
provincial governors hy taking away from them
the power of life und death. It remains to this
diy o fixed principle of Chinese law that “ the lite
of no eitizen ean be taken without the express
authority and order of the Emperor.”  The value
put upon this personal interference in all matters
of life and death was shown later when the Em.
peror Hientsong delegated his authority in eapital
cases to o Grand Council of Eunuchs, which Mr,
Boulger compares to the *tyrannical and irre-
sponsible Star Chamber” of England,  Within
fivé years Hientsong bad to yield to threats of
civil war. - The council was abolished ‘and a large

to
ull

wliome

nnmber of ite members were esecuted. Such in.
cidents show how individual and  self-centred
the vast political organism had hecome.  The
riler is abeolute only so long 28 he feols pg
tremor of discontent heneath him. Mr. Boulgor
hrings this out later in a single sentence in e

nareative of the Manehu conguest. As long ge
the people of the Empire were united the victor.
slowly, Th-

ous invaders could advance but
reigning Emperor might feel that
conld he prolonged for generations. But thers
enma n day of faction and rebellion, and the rul.
fng dynasty, that of the Mings, was threatene]
by an insurgent leader, Li Tseching. “It was g
sinzular situation,” says Mr. Boulger, “that the
Mings should foel safe against the Manehus who
had been gaining victory after vietory for forty
years, and that they should at ones hegin to
despair when s native rohel snch as Li threatened
them in their enpital” At a later time a general
who wis advised to flood the eountry in order to
obstrict the movement of the Manchn  armies
utterwd an aphorism which emhodies the whole
lesson of Chinese listory in seven wonls: *No!
First the people, mext the dynasty.”  The
Manchus conld and did substitute one dynasty
for another, hut they conld not andd did not make
any mportant change in the lite of China a8 o
natlon, Anil the dynasty which they ereated
ganl as its priddeceseors Ll dones o a point whiere
it, hus seemed more than once to be on the verge
of extinetion. " To them the opulent eities of
Ching proved as fatal as Capna to the army of
the Carthaginian” 1t wos the presence o the
Westorn foreigner, with his notions of Govern-
ment so different from that of Orientals, whirl
gaved o ruling race practically worn ont in China,
just us in Southeastern Europe it hos proservisd

Taft to iteelf Asia deals with these

the Tark. :
matters in a way of its own. 1t wears dynasties

ot, and takes new ones with the inditicrenee of
a man changng his coat.  As it luts no enneep
tion of individunlity, 8o it has no thonght of
]n-r-nna] favalty in the Wosd i sense,

Biit there were some things Lnown to the rest
of Asia which the Chinese never wonll endure
Ihe Mongol Emperors fonnd thut the practive of
farming the revenue was impossible.  Oreasion iy
there have arisen men who talked mueh in the
manner of the Nutional Soeialists of the West,
It they appear, ns o rule, to liave l:ulll tlwm.
solvis surronnded by a pation of scepties, At
Beart the Chinese hive some srmpathy with that
primitive communism which makes the Ruossian
peasints say to the nobles: Wi are yours, hut
the lnnd s ongs”  Otherwise the proposals of
Wanganehi, a Minister in the time of the Sung
dynasty, wonlil hardly linve heen listened to w ith
. It was his plan that the State should
cment of eammer e, induns.
. with the

the  contest

attention,
take the entire ma
try and agricultiure into its own hanids
view of suscoring the working elusses  anid pre

vonting their being zronnd to the dnst by the

rieh.” The practical Chinese =il in P P
“Vory fine,  We will try it And Wanmnel
wans made chief Minister. [lig first act was to

exempt the poor from taxation,  He divided e

fand: he supplied farmers with seeds and imple
ments: I appointed Toenl hoards to enepirie the
but the npshiot of the whole W<
ot wirk unles,
Laned under
fatine

ppricnlturists:
ness was that the Juborer waoigld
he wns foresid to do so, the dres ol
eultivation  gradually depeasedd,  ad "
atnlked about among Wanganehi's untaned work
ing peapie It is a lesson warth pemetnbering

Wanganchi wished to abolish both i s &

erty.  He is reported 1o huwe sabd s much, 1
N bigdd persisted Lo mizht have eeamplished his
PUrpose, fur Chinn was in 3 fair way o Poweercptipe
a desort, where nelther poor nor rich potthil Mweil
i the other hamd, iF the poople have nlwa
hen seeptieal us to extpeme fetiedi fir poverty
they hinve at times shiown stpoang ojosition to
lupee Tl ownershiip I'liks feeling it ta e
supface nnder the swme monpr I who etienidied the
people with his Caun 1 6t Ennnuehs, e began the
practiee of making large grunts ol Insirl

wore to b Leld i porpet Fustantly o =tord)
arese which was only alloyed B ate esiiet
Firlding these territorial ooneessinns T s
to have vieluted Nis own deapss on ooesinm, s

ather rilers of the Ming dynasty i afrer lim

Lat the primeiple wos pot forcotten d sl i e
wtill well undepstood that the intereste Of e
Emperor il the people are really one on this
point=that the ruler cannot aflord to make the
nobitity powerful, and that the geople ot
afforid to waste ofi anet dnal laneds thiat would
SHppert many fnmnhiv=

Moreoveg, the whale €lianes svstom it lies
mueh nis that of Fevpt did, the cquality of vitl
zona in the st vitnl it ters B tle prosesses
uf eluration, the pealle superine vhiss, thiat o

ovea! life and let eon Loconstantiy rooriit d frm
e nf

aumiong  the  prople  thepselyes A priy
this =ort Torms< nn fnsuperable berrier to aoreturn
Cfanything likea general feadal system. O th

other land, when the Hterary closs becone undaly
powerful, when it endenvorel 1o defeat the Jaw
of supply and demand Vv whieh it was Tiuted,
or when it seemed  likely 1o e aver bl
territorially, both Ewmperor and people seomed 1o

Bve Lnown hew to deslowith g The act of
the ancient Hwangti in mssacrine 500 men
of learming, banishing nearly all the rest, awld

Turning all the books in the Empie, has doulithess
lost nothing ol its atzocity in the narratives of
men who felr called upon o awvenze, as fur s
words conld, the wiongs of their predecessors. But
Hwanzti politically hnd the hest of the case e
Dad suppregsed the ald prineipalitios and ol sl
Ching While he looked to the future, the
literary clusk Ll eyes only for the feerlal  puast
e was strong enoteh to defest them anld he
made his vietory thorongh,  Tle was esiel, Dot
T ean hardly b condemued withont exeuss Lo
awfterward, in the time of the Ming dynasty, i
was discovered that aptitude for lenmming aml the
emoluments that  follewed it ight boeome o
toritorial perguisite, Before the veign of Soent
song  the publie examinations baseen
indiMerent!y to men from all parts of the Fapite
Bt it was discoversd that the seholues from the
South lad  the advantage and that they  were
inow fair way to G oall the eflices under the
foverient Thewe were threats of
To allay the vavcitement, it was decided o lindi
eap the men of the Seuth by nwans of distrien
examinatiops,  Heneeforth o man might sucpiss
his competitors in his own region, bun e was no
longer allowed to shiow by the records that e
was the st seholar in all Cloina. Bat from
first to last there was one abuse in the ofticial
liges, whiiedy ia practivally the learned lite, of Lina,
for whieh no remedy Tas been fomd up 1o the
prosent hour, and that i the universal habit of
The phun of paying adeipnte sl jes

Tl ape

rehwel ion

peseulat ion.

has apparently never dwen el It was suid
by a pindster of Keen L the Fmparor who
oevived  the  English Embassy  under  Lord

Macartney, sl the sone rewark bs osaid to e
applivable to-day CIE i fmpossilile to pemedy
the matter, the Emperor himsedt caunot do jr, the
ovil i too wiile sprewd,  He will oo donbt send
to the soene of these disorders mandarins elothml
awith sl his authprity, bt they will only eommit
still grester exactions, and the inferior mundarins,
in order to be et uudisturbed, will offer thew
presents,  The Emperor will be told that all is
well, while averything is really wrong, and while
the poor people are being oppresse 1"

It is a peculinrity of Chinese annuls that the
history of & dyvnasty is never given to the worlid
until it hus eceased to exist. The pesult js tput
every statement of the relations between China
and Enropean nations since intercotrse hogun,
with all the wars that have sttended s, withy 1)y
discupsion of the opium question, with gl 1)
controversies of diplomacy, must for the pres ot
and perhaps for ages to come be anesided. |y
may be that Ching will follow the example of Lor
Western nequaintanees and indulge in the progp
publication of official business.  She has douhigless
surprised herself by other acts In the Jnse congpy
or so that were us much opposcd to her traditions
Meanwhi'e Mr. Boulger's narmtive is confose. Iy
lncking on the Chinese side of neurly all g0
questions that were in dispute with Englyng .
may be certain that England's cuse docs ot sy er
In his hands. He speaks of the Embassy of Lord

Macartney in 1702-93 with enthusiasm. But he
is judging rather by what followed it than by
the feelings of its members, of whom it was re-
marked at the time that they “entered China
like paupers, remained in it like prisoners, and
quitted it like vagrants®  When the prejudices
of the Chinese became better understood it was
won that they lad acted up to the maxims
of their diplomaey, the first principle of which
was that the superiority of the Emperor to all
other potentates and of China to all other powers
mnst always be insisted on both by word and
tgn. It may be supposed that this ehange in
Furopean knowledge leads Mr. Boulger to replace
the rather emphatic wordy just quoted with the
milil remark that the Embassy met “an honorable
and exceadingly gratifying reception.”

The work is arranged in accordanes with the
arder of the Chinese dynastics,  Tndeed, Mr.
Bouteer explaing that the history of China per-
tuins wholly to Government,  He contempti-
ously declires any Wistory of the  hinese people
impossible,  “ The history of the Empire.” says
hie, “hus always heen the fortunes of the dymasty,
whieh has depended, in the first place, on the
passive eontent of the subjeets, and in the second
on the sueeess or failure of its external and internal
wars. . . « It might be more instructive to
trnee the growth of thought amons the masses,
o to indieate the progress of eivil and politieal
fromdom s vet not only do the materials not exist
(or sueh a task, but those we possess tend to
ow that there hias been no growth to deseribe,
niy progress to he indicated.” The historieal chap-
ters are supplemented with an article on “*Huw
Chinn is Governed,” and with appendices eontain-
ing o ¢hronologieal list of Emperors and the trea-
ties of China with England.

e

LITERARY NOTES.

Sherldan's great-grandson has placsl o mass of
viluabbe unpubilished Sherldan papers at the dis-
posal of Mr. Fraser Hae, and these will he used to
pxpaml Hae's “Life of She plilan,” which has long
Among these papers arm many

twremy out of print
e hetwosn Sheridan

intereating letters which pa
wives, n correspondence

ard B st el second
with the Prines ltegent, sl a copy nf ““The School
for Seatdal” eorrecisd by the author,

hat the groat charpcters in fletion are not

¢t tomarkable for thele goolness 18 the

thisde 11

contention of “The Speetator.” “As a rule, |
ivH, Cthe greater masenline pharasters In fetlon,
the Erent eanraciers In history, are deeply

with lines of tempestuoud foree anl nobile
Wil don. And Hteraturs, though in the
of the highest gentus (0 had oceasiondly
e to paint an kel heroine wha Impresdes
us ax Ihoraughly real, has hardly ever managed
1o palnt an keal hero who s Both thoroughly real
apd thorowehly maseuline,  OF all the greater chir-
e bl

chosk long lines of shaulow slope,
and suffering

aeters  Homny

Shwwn the pale

Whish vears, and cnrlous theught,
Eive

But the long lines of shadow are lnes which
seore ot only =uffering but sin, And wherever
that v absent, we almost always flisdd in  their
place rome shenal W ant of power, sSome slgnal de-
ficloney In sagacity resoluteness, anid distinetness
nf purposs, The few exceptions may nlmost be
cunted on the fingers of one hiel The ‘wreat’
naracters fn fetion are generally the most pithet-

W ebse thie most passionate and ime

« of humun charncters”

Wirt Buehinian has agidn worked timueif into
o fellow-writers and thelr opinlons

the other Jdiy o flery sermon on
v of an author's de-
pow relieved his mind

e

v temiger over bl
Having delivers]
the foolishness and wicked
dee b mike money, he has

a the didmoralizging puranit of famne More than
e of the groit weiters”' he says, “padd the s
al pedalty of fnond Hterary sipccoss
1, e know | torthres from the siight
breath of adver eritieism (irarge
Kept by (3 H Lewes Inam orsl hothaume, seréenml
from wvery bleak wind that bilivws, |t e i
e caslon, with an dir of beatitied superiority,
I 1" sir. Trickens Yas done n great deal of
i The givnd, the only Dlekens eralired ngonles
[t tittend] wondty when a b of his falled to
. the Keh-water murk anle and  peolit
1 thase who hiave 10 wilt fong and oweirtly
tor annreclation are selilom content to désthinate the
o oopdnton @t s exact worth. Browning, ac-
atd to Letgh Hunt, hoapgered eagerty for the
pral { eyven "his washerwolnnn
Mee Phirtan Harriam has been oditing a0 volume
Shorl Storles for the Harpers' "DHstff Serfes."
AL Anatole Frones his sabd that he never knew
writer of tatent spollsd by the practics of jour
piliin, whereis he has Known m pmpraved by
1 M Phpipdet beelleves the very reverse, 1 -
plore, he says, "the necessity of a velist having
to miakse Journalism his st An lifes for, as all
sy Rt writing his o be done against thne,
munt ecertalnly deterforate snd hie jitera
piares Desenmes Jonrnnies :
AL Btauder hobts the opinjon thnt the man who

s It B it welte will do s, Bowever great hin
diMeuitios, e savs o tho=e¢ who come to conEilt
him: “However much oceupled. you are with your
present way af ehening w lvelihood, it you have it
i vou o write anything  you will surely find time
i odo JL

A tiew edition in three volumes of the late Lord
press, The first volume
which was hrought
wias At unpald

Laiton's verses 14 on the
will vontaln “The Wandervr,”
out in 1508, when “then Meredith’
attinchie,

Mr 1N, Ford's “Tropienl Americn,” published
by the Seribters, has been recelved with marked
fikrness and favar In Englamd, notwithstanding
Ite strong Amerlean tone. “The London Chroniele™
and other Pagtsh Jourtals contaln long and erit-
fewd reviews of 1t and aceord It n high place In
the of modern travel, “The Spectator,”
which pearly  three columns o an ex-
haustlve examinutlon of the book, confirms the
wuthor s estimute of Spanish-American elvilization,
bt 4 dispeisesd to gquidify his strictures upon Brit-
jsh pule in the West Indies, although these are
jess severs than Mpr Froode's. Its general judg-
mient of the beok s highly favorable as “a valu-
coptribution o contemporary  history by n
of the worll who sces what passes around
il notes It down in direct and foreible lan-

Hiteratur
devotes

ihile

State of Chinese Soclety’ I8 the
title of & fortheoming volume by Professor | K
Poniglas, of the British Museum, 1t deals with the
political and socinl e of the Chinese,

“The I'resent

Mr. Howells's “[ride HHoses™
sketel n “Hurper™ which he Justly calls a “scene’
i, with Ity shadow of tragedy, a truly poetie bit
of work. 11 s a little unreal, perhaps, but 1t s
auite possible; sl It s put together with delleats
ol effect.

the Hitle drnmatic

aecuracy

Giovann!  Verga's ** Cavallerta. Husticuna —the
an whieh both the opera and play of that
name woers founded—has been transiated into Eng
lsh by Abma Steettell, amd will soon be hrought
out inow volume of the “Pseudonym Library,”

story

Sir Itichard Burton's rare version of
tsta  Thasile’'s  “Pentamerones' a
wury eollection of tfy tales, |s to be re
In fondon, It will be lssusd In two expensive
edittons, In two volumes and In one,

The fortheoming volume of “Barly English Print-
fng’ —one of the serles of “"HBooks about Hooks'—
will contain fac-similes llustrating every type used
at an English press before o Only o coples
will be printed.

il e s
A DUTCH-EXGLISH WRITER.
From The London star,

The special functlon of the Anthors' Club a1
rgtmed I celebratlon of  the  dleethon of - My
Maaiten  Manrtens 10 bonorsry  memiership  was
a  Ereal  sUTess, Most of  those  whe aitended
hod 0 notlon  that  Mr.  Masrtens was o typleal
puteliman:  for It was  koowns  that o his
pative lund he Hved the Nfe o of o plain eountry

gentloman, and there seemed fo b an Impresston that
e astitbons of his novels publisied In Eongland were
translations.  The fact I8, however, ol ¥ that Mr.
Manrtens s n werfeet llll'lH'I'l'l'Y of 1he Eaghsh lane
e, bt s Hhat Both “ G’ Fool® gnd the “sin
of Juost Aveling”™ weee writien in Engeliah,

Mr. Maartens 3 every inel of Gim a Duteliman, but
pe derned English dnoosder 1o be nble to weite his
novels Inoour tongue, and, os e Showed st night,
e ean make an excellent after dinner speech In Eng:
st HHs accent 15 provineial eather than forelgn,

————
Allpe—Oh, dear, it 18 so awfully hot.
ook just lke a bolled lobster, don't II';'

Mabel-Yes,
Alles—You horrid mean. old thing!— Minneapo-

15 Journal
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- FOLK-MUSIC IN CHICAGO. -

SONGS OF THE OMAHA INDIANS.

WHAT MISS FLETCHER AND MR. FILLMORE ARE
DOING—A HARMOXNIC BASIS FOR
FOLE-MUSIC,

Every one who has been to the World’s Fair at
Chleago 15 Nkely In his own way to tell of the mani-
fold uses to which that maivellous Institution can be
put.  Of eourse, to the majority of visttors its milssion
Is necomplished after It has Alled the acnual hollday
with entertalnment and diversion.® Hence It Is that
the Midway Plalsanee §s the most popular feature
of the Fair. Now, strictly speaking, the Midway
Plulsunee oceuples the same relutlonsbip to the Exhi-
bition that the old-time sideshow did to the menagerh:
which It aceompatied.  Here fraud and humbug are
rife, and “ fakirs” of all Kinds ply thelr voeatlon with
s muech impudence that the spectacle at last beeomes
almost amiable,

This kaleldoscople pleasure ground is  elnssifled
ander the Lead of Ethnology, however, and even 1f
one be fnelined 1o smile ot the stamp of selertific
dlgnity thus impressed wpon (t, a lttle refleetion shows

more difficult to the Indlan than the majority of widte.
jaymen in music. Mixs Fletcher thinks that the seale
relationship In the consclonsness of the Indlan i the
same as that In ours, and that the deviations noticeable
in thelr pe
volee which 1s affected for {he sake of expression,

Thils I8 interesting, at least, as a bypothesis, partjeg.

larky In view of the deductions to which It bus Jeg
in the work of Mr. Fillmore. This gentleman way
Induced by a study of the melodles provided by Mixg

Fletcher to belleve that the process of melody-

on the part of primitive peoples 15 In reality ag

analysts of harmony. A chord Is latent in the singer'y

consclonsness, and this he sepurates Into Its constiuent

tntervals when be construets a melodic phrase, or the

sneeession of tones out of which he bullds his m
The existence of this latent harmonic sense, Mr, Filj.

more thinks, Is Indicated not only In the modulationy
through which some of the melodies puss, but also In

the fact that when he played the melodles for the

indians on the planoforte or organ they were nod

satlstied with the effect untll he supplied the hap

mony which the successlon of Intervals suggested to

uis mind and musical sense, Blrong suppors for thig

proposition 1s certainly found in some of the Omahg

songs which Mr, Fillmore hag harmoulzed, parileulardy
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CEREMONIAL HYMN
that W all depends on the visitor whether or not 1=
Jgnitieanee shall be summed up in the astles of the
“fkirs." I to make a field for sclentifie
Lty the Midway Dlalsanee, 1 have
ohiosen bt u single subjecl out of the many which
are stigpested (o every thinking man almost at every
ard 1 extend my  oleervations beyond the
i territory mentioned It will only  be
It beesiies pecossary to do so in order fully

+ basy

oven ont of

sl

[ LTt

t appreelate the slgnifleance of 1he sihject, My
gt = e presont some thonghts on folle-musle, which
weps prompited by things seen @ « heard darjig o

The =tndy wias

petent vi=it ta the Columblan Fair.

w Lwrrinl one, and s seope conld ensily hinve been
cxte deil tenfold Lad time and opportanity a’lowed
vet §t ey soflice to sugzest o starting  peint to
oo luve thzatar, o8 well gs to eptertalin the mope
carele ponder,  The places whete the stidivs were
mae ape the Midway  Dliboanee, the Indlan villages
in the soitlvastern eormer of Jovkson Park, under

aise of the bulldieg devoted 1o Ethnology and

At heoplogy, and bn one of the boldls of the Art
Mistitute, where  during the week of July =-8 a
mitt=leil oo wis heble It s with some of Lhe

manifostations of the sesston of thi= congrss held on

Jily 5 that this paper ks ospechally cofgerned. At

by
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OMAHA PIPE DANUE,

thits =esslon Miss Aliee O, Fleteher, of the Peabody
Musenm, Harvaed College, read a paper on * Musle
s Found in Certoln North Ametlean Indlan Tribes”
The essa¥ wis (Musteated by the singlng of a nnmber
of songs tated down by Miss Fleteher while living
among the Omola Indlans and studylng their lnstl-
futions, .

The songs wepe sung LWy Mr. Froneis Ia Flesehe,
an Cmali Indban of Hoe edocation, who 14 a trusted
clerk of the Tndian Borean of the Goverpnment at
Waslilngton and a law student; thele relation te the
Inwe of musle was aftorwnrt discussed by Mre. Jolin
o Fillmore, of Milwanles, one of the most  dis-
thgalshiod of Amerloan  theortsts, ®ho has collabo-
ratidd with Mlss Fléteher in the preservation of the
songs of the Omalas  for selentific study, Mr.
Fillenore hgs verifled Mis< Fleteher’s transeription by
a vislt ta the Omabos, and Las haemonleed the mel-
iflles and prepared theen foe publiention, An ex-
haustive study of them o conneetion with the rellg-
fonis coremonivs of the Indlans will appear shortly in
the = Huevard Monogeapa.®  From what Miss Fleteher
nnd Mr, Fillmore disclosed In thele essava 1t 1s safe
to oy that this publicatim will be among the most
valuanble conteibutions ever made 0 this braneh of
eitimologienl stody.

When the = Monograph™ appears 1t will e tme
eiough 1o disciuss some of (e guistions ralsed by
e musle of the Omabion Indians,  There were two
peints, however, In the testimony given by Miss
Fleteher and Me. Fillmore which ought to be remom-
Beped when the aceompanying songs (for which 1 am
fdebited to e Kindness of my frlends) are performed.
e of the mest troublesome of the problems which
eonnfront the collector of the musle of savage and
sembsclvilized people s (o determine whe (her or not
the fregquent deviatlons feom the intervals of plich
commaon 1o Enropean musle notlecable In the musie
under Investigation  are due to a recognition of smaller
Intervals than the ssml-tone or Lo personal eqnation
on the part of the singer,  sinee we kngw that some
Orlental systoms, notably the Arable, make use of
these =maller Intervals, It bas become common for
eollectors to set down all devidtlons from what we
coll true plich as one of the recognltions of senles
constituted differently than ours. Such a theory 1s
fuscinating In splte of the dificulty In whieh It In-
volves the Investigator, but It 15 not so casily proven
s It wonld seem. My own experlenee among the
Troquols Indlans taught me that the rensons for tln;
deviations are  sometimes  purely  Individual, The
leading tone Is forced upward when sung bofope the
note which brings the sense of closure and post, and
fattened when ased In w desconding phrase, -1'hls|
1« o phenomenon which our own singing teachiors have
always observed, “Then agaln, singing ninong suvage
oF sembeivilized peoples Is s universal praoties ;md,
a shmple, natuesl expression. It I not the pesulg
of tralning.

suvage throuts are not traloed (o aeilstle emission
of tones, and svage ears are not refined to the detoc-

tion of minute deviations from pltch. Such detecton,
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OF THE OMAHAS,

the eeremontal hymn printed herewith, which beging
vhwlonsly enough In the key of B-flat major and ends
Just as unmistakably In C-major, after burrled sides
wise excursions Into severnl other Keys.

As to the songs printed berewith, They are all
religlons,  Two may be deseribed as examples of los
dividuul devotlon ; the thind §s ceremontal, or Hturgle,
What 1 Lave called the Omaha “ Kyrie Elelson,” Misy
Fleteher enlls simply the Omala prayer. It Is lli.
one song which Is common property. Al Omaha
chldren bearn 1, and it 1s the youth's form of sup-
pileation untl), through the medium of a vislon, be
mequires a personal formula.  1s meaning s stmple
and  comprelenstyve = Wakonda® (% the Power (hat
makes,” suys Miss Fletoher, Great My sterious
Power,™ says J. Owenn Dorsey o, 1 am poor | have pliiy
o me ! That s ol Tuls prayer the Omahia chlld’
5 taught when elay s put on Lls head and o littlg
bow wod wreows  (which are not to be used,  bows
evirn are glven to lidm by bis [nther.  Later, whegs
Iiss 15 Lo enter ugon man's estate, he ls =ellvut sloue
to some solltury  spot  that, through
prayer, his cmind moy become white,” Dy ofer
day ke lves thus alone, cutlug nothing, drinking nothe
Ing, repentlng the preayer, * Wakanda, thae-thn wi-pas;
et metuneie T AL bist e bs relwised and  res
waeded by g Vislon, wileh s altorwasd lucorpornted
in o song Wil bee a hls pwrsonal prayer and s
th fter tised whenever gnlanbes |3 sought before
an enterpri=e s undertaben.  such o prayer |5 the ase.
eompany ing “ Horse Mystery song,” the eaming of
which Mre, La Flscue gave me gs follov 3t » Nun.gae®
(o ses PN, sti-lg-tma ™ (there Uiy god, * shoo-ge®
phorseh, = wedn™ (mited, @ oa-hunega”™ (hesty, = thin®
ither *geaboma™ (they savi.  That bs to say, the Proye.
ing warrlor sees o vision of a horscraes with Lis own
il whend,  Therealter e wses this formnla whens
praving for help or stecess, and these gl%s are @
e won through his lorse,

M. Flltuore hins suggested that the
af the begluning in 54 thme )= an
tie Indban®s setise for deseriptive musie,  The borses
do not get Into thelr pegular steide antil the regulare
tm tme Is peachedd.  Tihe hotwonles, as prioted, are
Al Mre, Fillmore' It =hould be understood that sll
intlan songs are song o unlson, with na acconipanl
ment save deamebeats,  CThe phvthm of the droms
Leats Mr. Fillmore bas indicated in the notes for the
teft hand,

Phe third hymn, whose Interesting harmonle chars

1l

aeter Lhas Deen Indieated, s one of the soles =ung Ia
connection with the cyremontes, whilel are performy

with the peare pipes "o the Omahas—symbols o

grent slgnlticance and articlies of renl beanty, strictly
speuking, they are not pipes st all, but phestems,
tehly decorated with cagle fenthers, and slreamers,
wrminating In & carved bipd's head  lustead of 8
towl. The religlons stentficunce of these symbols and
the nature of the coremonles perfortoed with Shem
were set forth by Miss Fleteher In oan essay o
Hled = Polities and Uipe-Danclng,” peinted jn “ The
century Mognzine™ last Junuary,  The presentation of
gifts hins much to do with these so-called = wa-wan®
Leret 5. Mr. Ln Flesehe, In interpreting the soni,
wild thnt the werds 0% some of the ceremonial songe,
are archale and thele Weral meaning is lost,  In the
peesent cose the sentiment of the song might ﬂuuz

immed up: o This 15 what 1 mean; this s what
give you,"  The musle accompanies the swaying
the plpes by the leaders In the ceremomles, and has the
supgort of  goued  rattles as well as drums.
The sppoggiatuen which enters In the second medsurs
and f= ropented In the thind, fifth, seventh, elgtith and
ninth 1% In effect a syneopatlon, and Is intoned about
a quarter of a tone above the plteh as pepresented,
I E

A SESTINA OF PETRARCH'S.

Desperate of finding pity in Laura, he will none the
less love her to the end of life.

T sow o youthful lady ‘neath s laurel,

Whiter <lic wn= nnd prouder than drift snow
That, shndow-shelteped, freeges through the yeams:
And of her speech and sweet brave look and locks
Flowing and strong, such jovance took mine eyod
That there she stands, stanpd 1 on rock or plain. «

Not shall my torment eonse and all be plain

T T may find no verdure on the laurecl,

And ero storms quit my heart or tears mine oyes
There shall be fire frost-bitten, and barning <OW
St hath not hales so many In her locks

As, ore my bliss, there must be bitter years.

Nathless If, spedd the time and told her vears,
Alone she face pale Death without complain,
Then, oh how Gleached soe'er my own peor locks,
I jonrney forth to find my ghostly Laurvl,
Whether thro' blistoring sand or shrouds of snow,
S0 in the end of time she slake mine eyes,

Never to enrth bent down such lovely eves

Sinee enrth was ours, noe in the anclent yosrsg
Glaneing on mine—as strikes the sun on snow=

A dolopous steeam of tears furrows the plain,

A vo-lid, waters thut so scornful Linedd 7
Branched with crystal, crown'd with golden locks,

Great deend have T to quit for stranger Incks

Op shinn for soother welcome from friendller eyes
M# monument of paln, graved In green laurel,
Warshipped yot unregardful seven <low years—
Seven years of sleliing drageed geross the platn
Of Iife, from August drouth to winter snow.

A heart on fire, a front Jaced o'er with snow,
Alone with my dead thoughts and shattered 1
Mougning forever 1 will make my plain-

so perndventure In her shining eyes

Shotl well o fount of plty—her's, whom years
And avons could not mateh—my shapely Laurell

Laneel of mine!  Sinee not the sun on snow

Could beave thy goldy locks, so by thine eves =

Quelled shall my years drag to Death’s silent pll.-.
———

THE DEW'S GIFT.

The splder works with wit and will,
she frames her wheel and she Is sped;
Bt ‘tis the dew’s gift. not her skill,
That bungs with dlamonds every
With palns and patlente we no less
shape not our lives, but ¥el allow
That all onr brightest happlness
1s sent from lleaven, we know not h“ii 1
. .

INSCRIPTION FOR COLERIDGE'S COTTAGE.
Traveller, beneath this roof In by gone ﬂ&zﬂ
Dwelt Colerldge,  Hore he sang his witching laye:
Of that strange Mariner, and what befell
In mystle honr the Lady Chrlstabel !
Anid hers one day, when summer breeges hlew,
Came Lamb, the frolle and the wise, who drew
Fresh mirth from secret springs of Inward glee?
Here Wordsworth enme, and wild-eyed hy.
Now all Is stlent; but the taper's llf.nl.
Which from these windows shone so lale
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